Role of sex hormones in cardiovascular resistance to atropine in rats at rest and during stress.
Castration of males and females reduces the sensitivity of cardiac chronotropic function to atropine and potentiates the vascular component in the reaction to atropine in females (during stress) and males (at rest and during stress). Our results show that estrogens and androgens increase the sensitivity of the cardiovascular system to cholinergic influences at rest and during stress.